
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL AND FACSIMILE 
Stephen Hershkowitz, Esq. 
Sandler, Reiff, Young & Lamb 
1025 Vermont Ave. NW JUL 1 8 2011 
Suite 300 

9> Washington, DC 20005 

Q Facsimile: (202)479-1115 
© 
2 RE: MUR 6451 
<qr MoveOn.oig 
© 
^ Dear Mr. Hershkowitz: 

On Jdy 14,2011, the Federd Election Commission accepted the signed conciliation 
agreement sulnnitted on your client's behdf in settiement of violations of 2 U.S.C. § 434(g) and 
11 C.F.R. § 104.4(b), provisions of the Federd Election Campdgn Act of 1971, as amended, and 
the Commission's regulations. Accordingly, the file has been closed in this matter. 

Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record within 30 days. See 
Stetement of Policy Regaiding Disclosure of Closed Enforcement and Related Files, 68 Fed. 
Reg. 70,426 (E)ec. 18,2003) and Statement of Policy Regaiding Placing First General Counsel's 
Reports on tiie Public Record, 74 Fed. Reg. 66132 (Dec. 14,2009). Infonnation derived in 
connection with any conciliation attempt will not become public without the written consent of 
the respondent and the Conunission. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX4)(B). 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the folly executed conciliation agreement for your files. 
Please note that the civil pemdty is due within 30 days of the conciliation agreement's effective 
date. If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650. 

Wanda D. Brown 
Attomey 

Enclosure 
Conciliation Agreement 



I BEFORE THE Fla>ERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
2 
3 IntheMatterof ) 
4 ) 
5 MoveOn.oigandWesBayd,inhis ) MUR 6451 
6 Ofificial capacity as txetuurer ) 
7 
8 CONCILIATION AGREEMENT 
9 

Q 10 This inatter was idtiated by fhe Federd Election Conmiission C'Ccmumsaô  
Nl 
op 11 tp injSmxiatioD ascertained in the nomid course of catiyiiig out its supervisoxy responsibilities. 
© 
© 12 The CommissiDn found reason to believe tiiat MoveOn.oig and Wes Boyd, in his ofBcid 
Nl 

^ 13 capacity as treasurer, (**die Conumtteê  or "Respondents**) violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(g), a 

® 14 pmvision offlie Federal Election Csmpa^ Act of 1971, as araeadedfC^ r-l 15 . §̂  104.4(b) and (c), provisions ofthe (̂ nunisaon's regulations. 

16 NOW, THEREFORE, fhe Commission aid the Respondeats, having participated ra 

17 infimnd methods of conciliation, prior to a finding cf probable cause to believe, do hereby agree 

18 asfollows: 

19 1. The Conmussion has jurisdiction over the Respondents and the sdy'ect matter of 

20 this proceeding, and this agreement has tiie effect of an agreement entered puxsuaut to 2 U.S.C. 

21 §437g(aX4)(A)(i). 

22 n. Respondents have bad 8 reasonable opportumty to denoonstnite that no action 

23 should be tdoen in this matter. 

24 ni. Respondents enter voIuntBiily into this agreement with the Commission. 

25 IV. The pertinent fiiets in this matter axe as follows: 

26 1. MoveOn.ozg is apolitxeal committee witfain the meaning of 2 U.S.C. § 431(4). 

27 



MUR 6451 2 
Movedn.org 
Canciliition Agreement 

1 2. WeSsBqyd is die Committee's tkeasoier. 

2 3. A politicd coinmittee tiiat:ma][esiidepeadent expenditures aĝ gating 

3 S,10,000 or more witii respect to a g i ^ dection at any time duringa calendar year up to and 

4 includvig Ifae 20*̂  disy before the date of an electioitshdl file.a report describing the. expenditures 

5 witiliB 48 houxs. 2 U.S.C. § 434(̂ (2)(A) and 11 CĴ -R. § l04.4Cb)(2). The poUtied committee 

^ 6 must ensure fhat die (̂ ommisaioBrecdves such zeparts,lmown as 48-Hour Notion 

© 
^ 7 tiie second day **fi>llowiiig tiie date on which a commumcation fliat constitutes an tndepeodent 
Nl 

KT 8 expenditure is publicly distributed or otiierwise publicly disseminated.'* 11 C.F.R. § 104.4(bX2). 

0 9 The Comnaittee shaU fne additional repQitswitian 48 hours after each time itm 

H 10 to nuire independent e^qpenditures aggregating an additiond S10,000. Id. 

11 4. A poUtical commitlBe fhat makes orcontxacts to make independem 

12 expenditures aggregating $1,000 or more with respect to a given election afier die 20*** day, but 

13 more tiuui 24 hours before the date ofan election, shall file a report deseribiag tbe eqx̂ ditures 

14 witiun 24 houxs. 2 U.S.C § 434ĵ Cl); 11 CJ'JL § 104.4(c). The reports, known ss 24-Hour 

15 Notices, must be filed wxtixm 24 hours **fol1owiDg ttie date on which a com&nidoation tiiat 

16 constitutes an independent expendfttne is publiely distributed or otherwise publicly 

17 disseminated." 11 C.F.R. § 104.4(c). The Committee shdl file additional reports witiun 24 

18 hours after each time it makes or contracts to make independent expenditures aggregating an 
19 additional Sl,000. Id. 

20 S. ()n October 13.2008, MovtOn.Oig filed iics 2008 October Quarterly Report, 

21 whioh mduded a Schedule E disclosing 87 independent expenditures totaling $4,091,644 that 

22 



MUR44S1 3 
MoveOn.org 
Conciliation Agrecnient 

1 supported or opposed Federd caniGdates in tiie 2008 general eliection. However, the CommittBe 

2 fiuled to file 48-Hour Notices for twelve oftiie independent aqpenditurtt totaling $557,082.36. 

3 6. On December 2,2008, MoveOn.01% filed its 2008 30-day Post-Cjenerd report 

4 which included a Schedde E disdosing 41 iidependent expenditures totaling $502,794.34 that 

5 supported or opposed Federal candidatiBS in tiie 2008 generd dection. However, the Committee 

Nl 6 fiiiled to file 24-Hoiir Notices for eig^ independent expenditores totaling $158,393.02. 

^ 7 7. MoveC)n.org contends-tibat fibefiiihire to file 24-and 48-Hiiiur Notices was tiie 

^ 8 i«uttofni»«lveit«t(dmM«li«tiveort«Med 

p 9 reasons, some ofthe Notices were not-uploaded to aad recdved by the (Commission even tiiouglt 
HI 

^ 10 MoveOn.(»g had prepared eleefzodc sdnnissions using FE(^e software, and that one 48-Hour 

11 Notice disclosing inaccurate information was filed, but tiiat Notioe.disclosed data firom an earlier 

12 filing fliat uploaded to tiie (̂ oiQmi8sion< MoveOn.erg contends tiiat it was unawmre that the 

13 Notices were not timely filed imtil it recdved Requests For Additional Initemation (IXFAIsT) 

14 fiom the CommissioiL MaveOn.Qig maintains that prior to md after tiie Notices in question, it 

15 has successfiilly filed 24- and 48-il0ur Notices of independent expenditures in a timely manner, 

16 and that in response to the issues in this inattBF, has instituted procedures to ensure t^ 

17 48.-Hoiir Noyces of indqmndent escpenditures are timely filed wifli tiie Commission. 

18 V. Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. 1434(g) and 11 C.F.R. § 104.4Cb) and (c) by 

19 fiiiling to timely file 48-Hour Notices and 24-Hdur Notices disdosing ndependent expenditures. 

.20 



MUil645I 4 
MoveOi!Lo«!9 
Conciliation Agreement 

1 VI. Respondents will take the followuig actions: 

2 1. Respondents wiU pay a civil pendty to the Fedexd Election Commissiitm in tte 

3 amount of Forty Three Thousand DOIUUSB ($43,000), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(5)(A). 

4 2. Jlespondertts will cease and desist ftom vidating 2 U.S.C. § 434(g) and 

5 11 CJ.R.§ 104.4(b) and (c). 
Nl 
^ 6 Vii. 1lxeC(mimisSion, on request of anyone fiHng: a complaint under 2 U.S.C. 
00 

Q 7 § 437g(a)(l)cQnGeming the matters at issue heiein or on its own inoition,iiuyrê ^ 
Nl 

^ 8 with this agreonent. If die Commission believes tiut this agxeeoiBnt or any requirement thereof 

Q 9 has been violated, it may institute a dvii action for relief in the United States District CCuxt for rH 
10 tiie Distriet of (Columbia. 

11 vm. This agreement shall become ejfiective as of the date that, all parties hereto have 

12 executed same and the Ck>mmi8sion has approved tiie eidre agreement. 

13 DC. Respondents .shall bave no more tiian 30 days fixmi the date this agreemoit 

14 becomes efibctive to comply with and implement tiie requirements contained in tiiis agreement 

15 Und to so notify the Commission. 

16 X. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes tiie entire agreement between tiie parties 

17 on tite matters raised herein, and no otiior statement, promise, or agreement, either written or 

18 oral, made by eitiier party or by agents of eitiier party, tiiat is not contained in this written 

19 



MUR 6451 
MoveOn.org 
Coneifiation Agreement 

1 agreement shall 1̂  enforoeable. 
2 
3 PORTHECOMMISSION: 

4 (Christopher Hughey 
5 Acting General Counsel 

\AÂ . M.(r̂ C KJ 
^ 7 Kathleen M. (}uitii Date 
^ 8 Actmg Associate Generel Counsel 

9 for Enfoxcement 
O 
Nl 

14 Name: ^ilft^ / / Date 
15 Portion: ^^^^JJ 


